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VIDA VERDE
E D U C A T I O N A L  E Q U I T Y  I N  T H E  O U T D O O R S

V I D A  V E R D E  I S  A  N O N P R O F I T  T H AT  P R O M O T E S  E D U C AT I O N A L  E Q U I T Y  B Y 

P R O V I D I N G  F R E E ,  O V E R N I G H T  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  L E A R N I N G  E X P E R I E N C E S 

F O R  S T U D E N T S  W H O  D O N'T  O T H E R W I S E  G E T  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y.



WHY ARE YOU a part ofa part of VIDA VERDE?

Vida Verde is such a magical experience for my students.  
From the moment they arrive, the magic begins. From crossing 
the wishing bridge, to the family dinners, a walk in a forest of 
giants, and touching the largest ocean in the world for the first 
time, the Vida Verde experience gifts my students memories 
of a lifetime that truly reshapes their ideas of the world. This 
is why I decided to deepen my commitment to this amazing 
organization by joining the Board this year.
 — NELLY ALCANTAR, NEW BOARD MEMBER 

Vida Verde has enabled me to facilitate close connections and 
community with youth of color within the Bay Area, California 
through the pathway of nature and experiential education. 
Through working with these amazing youth (though I cannot 
even call it “work” because it doesn’t feel like it) I am privileged 
to support transformative experiences, both small and large 
every single day. Vida Verde has cultivated an energy that 
builds connectivity and meets individuals where they are.
 — MELISSA FOWLKS, SLP CO-DIRECTOR 

Vida Verde’s magic is encapsulated in the people who make 
it what it is--from the 11-year-old humans who we get to 
learn from and take adventure trips with each week, to the 
dozens of adult humans who have worked here over the past 
19 years, as well as each individual donor and volunteer. Vida 
Verde is special and unique because of all the ways these 
humans regularly challenge us to grow and to reflect, to be 
unwavering in our mission, and to change when we need to. This 
organization and community, which is increasingly permanent, 
and preparing down the road to move 'beyond the founders,' is 
ever-changing, inspiring and engaging for both of us!
 — SHAWN AND LAURA SEARS, CO-FOUNDERS

Vida Verde is an amazing and beautiful place. The 
experience was over the top! I would go back because 
I would love to be a leader to the youth.
   — 5TH GRADE VIDA VERDE PARTICIPANT 

FROM OAKLAND 
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• 4th-6th graders come to Vida 
Verde as a class for 3 days, 2 
nights.

• Students’ days are filled with 
engaging, challenging and 
exciting activities at our 100- 
acre site and farm, the coast, 
and a redwood forest.

• Overarching Goal: to  
positively and powerfully  
impact our students’  
academic performance,  
social and emotional  
learning, and connection  
to the outdoors.

• New second Vida Verde 
Program.

• High-school-aged alumni 
of our core program 
participate in a 6-day, 
5-night leadership program.

• Overarching Goal: to help 
teen participants grow 
into strong, informed, and 
confident leaders in their 
communities. 

CORE SCHOOL 
YEAR PROGRAM:

SUMMER 
LEADERSHIP

 PROGRAM (SLP):

WHAT IS VIDA VERDE?
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CORE PROGRAM IMPACT

·    98% of teachers ranked 
“Effectiveness of Program Leaders” 
as Excellent.

·    97% of teachers ranked the “Benefit 
to the Students” as Excellent.

·    97% of teachers ranked “Student 
Enjoyment” as Excellent. 



In 2018-2109, we worked as a staff and Board with an outside consultant  
(the Avarna Group) to develop and begin implementing a practical 

and holistic Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (JEDI) Statement and 
Organizational Plan. This process was deeply enhanced by a foundation-

funded trip to Montgomery, Alabama in October to experience the  
Legacy Museum and Lynching Memorial. 

We are committed to the work ahead, and hope you will check out our new  
JEDI statement on our website, and that you'll ask us the hard questions. 

in the words of a in the words of a 
TEACHER-PARTNER

JUSTICE, EQUITY, DIVERSITY 
& INCLUSION (JEDI)

I’ve been a public school teacher in Oakland since January 
of ’88. I’ve seen everything, taught every type of student,  
and been everywhere. This was the best field trip ever! The  
staff are well trained in positive reinforcement skills. They  
bring energy, enthusiasm and fearlessness to the activities. 
 The students are learning, exploring, cooperating, and  
maturing from the moment they get off the bus until it  
is time to go home. Challenges are faced, prideful growth  
and life-long memories are attained. Community living  
and learning and problem solving at its best.  
 — ANTHONY TRUJILLO,  

FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY IN OAKLAND
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SUPPORTERS

Anonymous Donor
Apple Lane Foundation
Arkin Tilt
Atkinson Foundation
Barrios Trust
CBC Foundation
Charisma Fund
Charles B. Kuhn Memorial Foundation
Cleaves & Mae Rhea Foundation
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Climate Ride
David & Lucile Packard Foundation
Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation
Distaff Singers
Fenton Family Foundation
Frank & Catherine Johnson Foundation
Fred Gellert Family Foundation
George B. Storer Foundation
Heritage Bank of Commerce
HRH Foundation
IEQ Capital

2019 INSTITUTIONAL 
PARTNERS

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Juan Miguel Arias
Laura Kretschmar, President
Andrew Schapiro
Shawn Sears
Kia Sullivan, Treasurer

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Anonymous (3)
Nicole Ardoin & Greg Hawkins
Arkin Tilt Architects
Bruce Arthur & Carrie Coltman
Associated Services
Oliver Bacon & Greg Barnell
Caroline & Mark Bauhaus        
Scott Beeman & Susanne Watkins
Teri Behm & John Clawson
Dave Beronio 
Anne Bezancon
Kerry Bitner & Jim Taschetta
Carolyn & Robert Blatman       
Sue & Rob Boynton     
Sarah & Jon Burroughs 
Cheye Calvo & Trinity Tomsic
John Cary & Courtney Martin
Helen Casabona           
John Chalik & Susan Chamberlain
Christy Chin    
Tim & Cindy Condon   
Kate Cook        
Emma Corzine 
Carolyn Cozart 
Dorothea & Jan Crosbie-Taylor 
Jenna Cushner 
Phillippe & Martha Daniel        
Kristin & Craig Donato  
Christopher Edgette    
Karen & Mike Fee        

($1,000+ for 3 or more years)
NOURISHMENT CIRCLE

Bob Felderman & Eve Schooler
Darrow Feldstein         
Liz & John Fowler         
Christina Fowlks           
Mike Frazier   
Chris Garcia & Lili Polastri
Miranda Garcia & Mark Williams
Carlos Garcia & Lea Ross
Karen & Ned Gilhuly    
Nancy Griffin & Bryce Kranzthor
Beth & Brian Grossman
Jill Habig & Addisu Demissie
Noble & Lorraine Hancock       
Stephen Henkenmeier  
Joshua & Tina Hugg     
Stefan Hura & Lilia Fulton
Susie Hwang & Matt Glickman
Emma Jagunich
Erika Jenssen & Sallie Lang
Carl Johnson & Kim Overton
Sy Kaufman & Kerstin Edgerton
Frannie Kieschnick & Michael Hall
Miguel Knochel & Haley Ashton
Richard Koo    
Laura Kretschmar & Todd Diedrich
Maggie Kritzer & Larry Biehl
Pattie Litton & Peter Ralston
Chris & Adrienne Ludwick        
Ludwick Family Foundation
Danny & Ginny Machak

FOR A LIST OF OUR ADDITIONAL SUPPORTERS, 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.VVEDUCATION.ORG

ADVISORY BOARD
Nicole Ardoin
Scott Bryan
Karen Harwell
Emma Ludwick
Jerry Moison
Paul and Steph Pfluke

Allan Marko & Christine Chufo
Michael Matthews & Erica DeGarmo
Alice & Fraser McAlpine           
Shahab Mehmandoust & Alana Kopke
Florence Melander      
Robin Merritt 
David Messina & Jabeen Yusuf
Midland Cabinet Company      
Noriko  Morimoto & Trey Byrne
Jason Mousel & Brendan Sherer
Jackie & Eric Mowat    
Aditi & Deb Mukhopadhyay    
Patrick & Cathy Norton 
Novo Construction      
Kathy Nyrop & Stephen Koch
Kay O'Neill & Peter Sharer
Simone Otus Coxe       
Marcia & Bill Pade       
Julie & Will Parish        
Stephen Pratt 
Lydia Puhak & Scott Fortlage
Jon Putnam
Mike & Gabrielle Rabinovitch  
Issie & Rhoda Rabinovitch       
Stephanie Rafanelli & Andrew Backer
Amy Rao          
Chris & Kate Rea          
RHE Foundation
Ron & Jill Richards       
Janine & Keith Rocha  

John & Marcia Goldman Foundation
Joseph & Vera Long Foundation
Kampe Foundation
Lampert Byrd Foundation
Los Altos Rotary Club 
Louis L. Borick Foundation
Mary Crocker Trust
Midland Cabinet Company
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space 
District
Moca Foundation
Morgan Family Foundation
Morrison & Foerster Foundation
PaperSeed Foundation
Patagonia
Peery Foundation
Peninsula Open Space Trust
Quest Foundation
RHE Charitable Foundation
Rippleworks

Sand Hill Foundation
Satterberg Foundation
Save the Redwoods League
Saw Island Foundation
Service by Medallion
Steep Hill Foods
TomKat Ranch Educational 
Foundation
Tosa Foundation
Western Digital
Woodside Atherton Garden Club
Yellow Chair Foundation

Alexei & Beth Rudolf   
Eric & Katie Ryan          
Regina & Souheil Saliba
Gretchen & Patrick Salyer         
Andrew Schapiro
Nancy Schaub  
The Scott Foundation
Bob & Meryl Selig
Service by Medallion   
Saloni Shah & Sharif Siddiqui
Sandy Sherwin & Andy Kalt
Preston & Liz Smith     
Deborah Smith
Carol Smythe  
Laura Sohn & Carlos Anderson
Harn Soper     
Don & Linda Sue Strand            
Joan Strand    
Kia Sullivan & Dave Pillsbury
Luke & Megan Terra   
Eric Thurston  
Nerija & Jason Titus    
Victoria & Robert Tomkinson  
Jean Torcom   
Jan Van der Lugt & Norna Ross
Orit Vogel        
Dana Wentworth & Rob Schroeder
Bart & Nancy Westcott 
Judy Wilkinson  

Eric Ryan
Laura Sears
Harn Soper
Preston Smith
Andrew Usher


